About StroudTM Water
Research Center

Need help identifying
macroinvertebrates?

The mission of the Stroud Water
Research Center is to advance the
knowledge and stewardship of stream
and river ecosystems. The Stroud Center
and
its
1,800-acre
experimental
watershed provide a living laboratory for
scientists, educators, and students to:

Educators at Stroud Water Research
Center created a website with many
resources to help you get started, review
or just enjoy learning about these
amazing underwater animals.
Sample of resources available:

 Better understand stream and river
ecosystems

Macroinvertebrate identification
key

 Provide solutions for water resource
problems

Beautiful macroinvertebrate
photography

 Promote public understanding of fresh
water ecology

Recommended guide books

Based on real science!
Scientists at Stroud Water Research
Center have studied the connection
between streamside forests and stream
ecosystems for the past 45 years. These
studies have provided the foundation for
understanding freshwater ecosystems
around the world. Now through the Leaf
Pack Network®, students are conducting
scientific experiments that shed new light
on the important connection between
streamside forests and the ecology of
rivers and streams.

A Hands-On
Stream Ecology
Investigation
Based on
Real Science!

Check out resources at:
www.stroudcenter.org/macros

970 Spencer Road
Avondale, PA 19311
(610) 268-2153
www.stroudcenter.org/lpn
leafpacknetwork@stroudcenter.org

Slimy Leaves for
Clean Streams!
Starting with leaves packed into a
mesh bag, the Leaf Pack Experiment
allows students to investigate stream
food webs, learn classification skills
and use technology to share their
data with other students studying
other streams.

What is the
Leaf Pack Network®?
Science involves more than simply
collecting data. Science is also the
process of communicating and sharing
results, initiated through inquiry.

Leaf Pack Network® Objectives:
To raise awareness of the importance
of streamside forests to the health of
rivers and streams and to foster good
stewardship practices.

To promote student inquiry and to
improve science education by using
scientific methods that include
measuring, observation and
documentation.

Our dynamic website provides resources for
your leaf pack experiment including where to
purchase supplies, national and state
standards, and information on stream ecology.

The Leaf Pack Network® is an
international network of teachers and
students investigating their local stream
ecosystem. Through the Leaf Pack
Experiment, students use tree leaves
and aquatic insects to determine the
health of their stream and to understand
its ecology.
Schools participating in the Leaf Pack
Experiment and Leaf Pack Network®
engage in the full process of designing
an experiment, conducting research and
communicating their results. Leaf Pack
can easily be implemented into any
curriculum and fulfills many state and
national science standards. Watch your
students become empowered and
energized learning about their local
watershed!

To develop a diverse and dynamic
network of groups that share
information about their streams on
the Internet.

Want To Get Involved?
Artificial leaf pack used in this experiment.

A distinguishing feature of the
Leaf Pack Network® is the ability to
compare stream water quality results.

visit:
www.stroudcenter.org/lpn

